VERSAILLES

agreed to but not yet ratified. I had especially chosen this
form of expression in order to overcome the aversion of my
royal master to the imperial title. Count Holnstein re-
turned to Versailles bearing this letter from the King on the
seventh day after his departure, that is, on December 3;
it was officially handed to our King on the same day by
Prince Leopold, the present regent, and constituted an
important factor in the success of the difficult labours the
result of which, owing to King William's resistance and
the absence of any definite statement of the Bavarian views,
had often been doubtful. By this double journey, per-
formed in one sleepless week, and by the able execution
of his commission at Hohenschwangau, Count Holnstein
rendered important service in the establishment of our
national unity, through the removal of external obstacles
in the question of the imperial title.

His Majesty raised a fresh difficulty when we were
fixing the form of the imperial title, it being his wish to
be called Emperor of Germany if emperor it had to be.
In this phase both the Crown Prince, who had long given
up his idea of a King of the Germans, and the Grand
Duke of Baden lent me their support, each in his own
way, though neither openly attempted to overcome the old
monarch's violent dislike to the 'fancy-dress major/ 1 The
Crown Prince supported me passively in the presence of
his father and by occasional brief expressions of his views.
These, however, did not strengthen me in my stand against
the King, but tended rather to excite further the irrit'a-
bility of my august master. For the King, in conscien-
tious remembrance of his oath to the Constitution and
the ministerial responsibility, was more inclined to make
concession to the minister than to his son. Differences

1 See above, p. 127.